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Approved for public release; distribution unlimited Some may argue that a combined arms exercise does not meet the needs of the current operating forces. In order to maintain an ability to conduct forcible entry, the Marine Corps needs to focus training across the spectrum of conflict. The key to the Marine Corps' future success is to implement the lessons learned from OIF and OEF and regain the ability to conduct effective combined arms warfare. The current fight must be won while transitioning to prepare for the next.
Conclusion
The Marine Corps takes pride in the idiom "Train like you fight," but by living up to this phrase, the current PTP is eroding the combined arms capability the MAGTF has always sought to maintain. Separate training exercises for the ACE and the GCE prevent the development of habitual relationships and the application of face-to-face coordination and detailed planning.
These fundamentals developed during combined training provide the foundation of trust that the high-intensity MAGTF combined arms capability requires to operate effectively and lethally. If the Marine Corps continues to train separately and not focus training across the spectrum of conflict, then the MAGTF will eventually be indistinguishable from any other land force augmented by aviation and logistical support.
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